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leading nobles refused to fight against the Saxons ;   they
had the upper hand and were determined to maintain it,
and they opened negotiations with the Saxons in their own
name.   The king found himself almost helpless.   Yet in his Humiliation
distress there was revealed to him the prospect of assistance	g
from an unexpected quarter. Coming in January 1074 to
Worms, where the bishop was hostile to him, he was received
with great pomp by the citizens, and in return granted them
a charter. This was the beginning of a direct alliance with
the trading classes in the Rhine towns, who were to prove
valuable supporters of the monarchy, since a strong central
government was in their best interests. A similar rising in
Cologne against the archbishop occurred the same year, but
Anno was strong enough to suppress it. The towns wanted
self-government, and this meant in almost every case ex-
emption from the control of a bishop. The king was ham-
pered by his dependence on episcopal support, so that he
could only deal directly with the townsmen when the bishop
was disloyal. So for the present he could not exploit this
new alliance to the full.
The incident at Worms was only a glimmer of light in a The r°yal
situation of deep gloom.   The Icing had to come to terms	^
with the Saxons in February and cede their full demands, the Saxons
including the withdrawal of his garrisons and the demolition
of his castles. It seemed a complete and most humiliating
surrender. But, not for the last time, Henry showed his
statesmanship by surrendering to one enemy and dividing
the forces against him. The Saxons in making terms had
ignored the southern dukes, who were furious at this ingrati-
tude and at being deprived of the conduct of affairs. Ill-
feeling arose again between Saxony and the rest of Germany,
and the king by skilful propaganda made known the excesses
and the sacrilege committed- by the Saxons while destroying
the castles, and aroused further indignation against them.
So, when he summoned an expedition against Saxony in the
spring of 1075, he was able to raise a strong army, keen to
take vengeance on the Saxons. With Rudolf and the
Suabians in the van it won a decisive victory in June on the
river Unstrut, and Saxony was invaded in force. The dukes
of Suabia, Bavaria, and Carinthia were satisfied, and returned
home. But the king's vengeance was not complete. The

